February 19, 2017
Dear Dr. Zulkardi,
 
I am writing to submit the research manuscript, “Latent cluster analysis of instructional practices reported by high- and low-performing mathematics teachers in four countries,” co-authored with Dr. Hsien-Yuan Hsu, to Journal on Mathematics Education. Attached please find the manuscript prepared by following the guidelines of this journal and the instructions for submission. I will serve as the corresponding author for this manuscript.
The basic findings and significance of the manuscript include the following:

· All mathematics teachers in the high- and low-performing groups used procedurally as well as conceptually oriented practices in their teaching. 

· One group of high-performing mathematics teachers from the U.S. sample and all the high-performing teachers from Finland, Korea, and Russia showed more frequent use of conceptually oriented practices than their corresponding low-performing teachers. 

· Another group of U.S. high-performing mathematics teachers showed a distinctive procedurally oriented pattern, which presented a rather different picture. 

· The results provide useful suggestions for practitioners and policy makers in their effort to improve mathematics teaching and learning in the US and in other countries as well.

Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. I look forward to receiving your feedback.
 
Sincerely,
 
Qiang (Andy) Cheng, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor 
Department of Teacher Education
University of Mississippi
P.O. Box 1848
University, MS 38677
Phone: 662 342 4765
Fax: 662 342 5208
Email: qcheng@olemiss.edu
